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DATE MAILED: 06/17/2002 


EXAMINER 


BRYANT, DAVID P 


ART UNIT 


CLASS-SUBCLASS 


3726 


029-434000 


APPLICATION NO. 
08/580,493 


FILING DATE 
12/29/1995 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 
PHILIPPE J.H. BERNA 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFI RMATION NO. 

5537 


TITLE OF INVENTION: PROCESS FOR MAKING A VERSATILE CLAMPING DEVICE DESIGNED TO HOLD OBJECTS WITHOUT DAMAGING THEM, 
SUCH A DEVICE AND ITS USE 


APPLN. TYPE 


SMALL ENTITY 


ISSUE FEE 


PUBLICATION FEE 


I 


TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 


DATE DUE 


nonprovisional 


YES 


$640 


$300 


$940 


09/17/2002 


THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CT OSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
SXpScATWnITsSS TO WItWwAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THF ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTH S FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. IHLS STATUTORY 
PERIOD CANNOT RF, EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE REFLECTS A CREDIT 
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR AN EQUIVALENT) 
MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL BE REGARDED AS 

ABANDONED. 


HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. If the SMALL 
ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current SMALL ENTITY 
status: . 

A. If the status is changed, pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above and notify the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office of the change in status, or 

B. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 


If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 


A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 


B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check the box below and enclose 
the PUBLICATION FEE and 1/2 the ISSUE FEE shown above. 

□ Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. 

See 37 CFR 1.27. 


IT PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
vour ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(s) have already been paid, Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 


III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 


IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 


Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail BoxISS TIE FEE ^ 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Fax (703)746-4000 

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used tor transmitting the ISSUE ^„ d a JIo ti fic«iViPof maSnteMnee'fees' wm^^aUeVto^^wrenfcotremondence address as 
fnXTdunle" !?ome^ (a) specifying a new correspondence addr ess; and/or (b) indicating a separate "&E ADDRESS" for 

'*■ ; notifications. -wrrrn — a 1 — nfm-nlmn pnn nniv hp; nsftd thr domestic mailings ot the 


maintenance fee notifications. ■ ■ 

LWRLNTLURRLSPUNLILNLb AUIJkbSSiNote: Legibly mant-up Willi any cofrecuons or use biock i) 

3)675 7590 06/17/2002 

PHILIPPE BERNA 
MAS LIOTARD 
LES BROUSSES 
MOLIERES-SUR-CEZE, 30410 
FRANCE 


Note: A certificate ot mailing can only be used for domestic mailings ot 1 
Fce(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other 
accompanying papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or 
formal drawing, must have its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 

Certificate of Mailing or T ransmission 
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to the Box Issue Fee address above, or being facsimile 
transmitted to the USPTO, on the date indicated below. 


(Depositor's name) 


(Signature) 


(Date) 


APPLICATION NO. 

FILING DATE 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

5537 


TITLE OF Mention: PROCESS for making a versatile clamping device designed to hold objects without damaging them, 

SUCH A DEVICE AND ITS USE 




PUBLICATION FEE 

TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 

DATE DUE 

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY 

nonprovisional YES 

lOoUt, r tL 

$640 

$300 

$940 

09/17/2002 

EXAMINER 

ART UNIT 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 



BRYANT, DAVID P 

3726 

029-434000 




CFR 1.363). 


□ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 

□ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47) attached. Use of a Customer Number is required. 


the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, (2) the name of a 
single firm (having as a member a registered 
attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2 
registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name 
is listed, no name will be printed. 


3 ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 


□ individual □ corporation or other private group entity □ government 



(Authorized Signature) 


(Date) 


MCITF- The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone 

party 1 

esnmate'^o'wke'l^mtm^s^W^om^U^^ncUiding^gath^ingj preparing, and ® ^ "^ndi v k! utU 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 2023 1 . 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of ' 995 , no persons am required to respond to a 

collection of information unless it di splays a valid OMB control number. 

TRANSMIT THIS FORM WITH FEE(S) 

PTOL-85 (REV. 04-02) Approved for use through 01/31/2004. OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMME 






United States Batent and Trademark Office 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United Stntea Potent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
www.uspto.gov 


APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


08/580,493 12/29/1995 


PHILIPPE J.H. BERNA 


31675 7590 06/17/2002 

PHILIPPE BERNA 
MAS LIOTARD 
LES BROUSSES 
MOLIERES-SUR-CEZE, 30410 
FRANCE 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

5537 

___ EXAMINER 

BRYANT, DAVID P 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


3726 

DATE MAILED: 06/17/2002 


Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 


The patent term adjustment to date is 19 days. If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the mailing 
date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half months) after 
the mailing date of this notice, the term adjustment will be 19 days. 

If a continued prosecution application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines patent term adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system, (http://pair.uspto.gov) 
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Notice of Allowability 


Application No. 

08/580,493 


Applicant(s) 


BERNA 


Examiner 


David Bryant 


Art Unit 

3726 


I ill 


-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herewith 
(or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 

THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at 
the initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . 53 This communication is responsive to the amendment filed via fax on 1/25/02 . 

2. 53 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-18 • 

3. 59 The drawings filed on 1/10/01 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. 53 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
a) 53 All b)0 Some* c)0 None of the: 

1 . 53 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

‘Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT 
EXTENDABLE. 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been 

approved by the examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the top margin (not the back) of 
each sheet. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 

9.0 DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 


Attachment(s) 

1 □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

3 0 Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

5 0 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449), Paper No(s). 

7 0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit of Biological 
Material 

9 0 Other 


2 0 Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

4 0 Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. 

6 59 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 
8 0 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 


U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-37 (Rev. 04-01) 


Notice of Allowability 


Part of Paper No. 87 {J 
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EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.3 12. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Mr. 
Philippe Berna on June 13, 2002. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

Drawings: 

The drawings filed January 10, 2001, have been approved by the examiner and are 
acceptable as formal drawings. Although the examiner mentioned in the telephone interview with 
Mr. Berna that the drawings were objected to, this is no longer the case. No further changes to 
the drawings are required. 

Specification: 

On page 1, before the “FIELD OF THE INVENTION” section, the following 
continuation data has been inserted: 

—This application is a continuation of Serial No. 08/321,589, file^October 12, 1994, now 
abandoned, which is a continuation of Serial No. 07/938,211, filecLSeptember 3, 1992, now 






^^Application/Control Number: 08/580,493 
Art Unit: 3726 
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Claims: 

Claim 16: 

In line 14, 


-so as to apply the contact face of said elastic buffer against a respective 


A — • — 

lA- surfa ce of said object,- - has been inserted after the comma. 

In line — the— has been inserted before “direction”. 


i In line 17, “hands feel enough resistance” has been replaced with -[ sufficient resistance is 

IA 4 


felt-. 


U 4 




In line 21, V -and clamping said object between said arms- i- has been inserted after “part” 


Claim 1 7: 


i - — - In line 11, “hands feel enough resistance” has been replaced with j-sufficient resistance is 

^ 6 felt— 


In line ^5, the period has been replaced with a comma. 
Claim 18: 


In line 12, “hands feel enough resistance” has been replaced with -sufficient resistance is 


felt—. 


3 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

should be directed to Examiner David Bryant whose telephone number is (703) 308-1859. The 
examiner can be reached Monday-Thursday from 6:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 




DAVID BRYANT 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 3726 


June 13, 2002 


